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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30

p-m., and read prayers.

ABSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Lieut.-Governor re-
ceived and read notifying assent to the Con-
stitution Acts Amendment (Re-election of
Ministers) Bill

AUDITOR GENERAL’S REPORT.
Section “A,” 1947

The PRESIDENT: 1 have received from
the Auditor General a copy of Scetion “A”
of his report on the Treasarer's statement
of the Publie Accounts for the financial year
ended the 30th June, 1947, This will be Jaid
on the Table of the Housec.

QUESTION.
RAILWAYS.
43 to Yellowdine Rest- House.

Hon. G. BENNETTS (on notice) asked
the Minister for Mines:

(1) Does he know that nothing has yet
been donc to the kitchen of the railway rest
house which was destroyed by fire at Yellow-
dine?

{2} Is he aware that serious discontent
cxists amongst the train crews concerned?

{3) Can he give = definite date as to when

the construction of 4 new kitchen is likely
to be commenced?

[COUNCIL.]

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2} Yes.
(3) In g fortnight’s time,

MOTION—RAILWAY OMNIBUSES,
PURCHASE, DELIVERY, ETC.

T'o Inquire by Select Cammittee.

HON. H L ROCHE (South-East)
[4.36]: I move—

That a Seleet Committee of five members he
appointed to inquire into and report upon all
aspects of the megotiations for the purchase
and delivery of, and the utilisation of, the
vehicles known a8 the ‘Landliner’’ and
‘“Chectali’” omnibuses aiquired on behalf of
the Western Australiau Government Railways,

I would like to explain to the Honse that
the vehicles referred to in my motion are, 1
understand, of the same design., The “Land-
liner” bus has been delivered; the “Cheetah"
buses are in course of construction, The
“Landliner” bus, I am informed, cost
£5,000, and it is more particularly with that
vehicle that I wish to deal, although, as I
have pointed out, I undersiand the
“Cheetah” buses will reproduce some of the
unsatisfactory features now apparent in
the “Landlinex.”

The “Landliner” bus, according to infor-
mation.supplied {o me, was built purely as
an cxperimental model. 1% was manuofae-
tured in Viectorla and has ecrtain special
features, It wus licensed in that State and
ran for some thousands of miles. I he-
lieve that for the 12 months before the
Western Australian Government Railwavs
purchased the bus, it lay idle in Vietoria
because the traffic authorities there would
not license it. I also understand that on
one oceasion it was ecapsized in Vietoria.
Whether that accident had anything to do
with the reluctance of the Vietorian auth-
arities to license it, I canoot say at this

. stage.

From what I have been able to observe,
the main features of the "“Landliner” bus
are the power units in the coach itself and
in the steering,  The vehicle is powered
by two V8 engines, one in front in the or-
thodox position and the, other at the rear.
The coach for a passenger vehicle of this
size differs from the bigger vehicles in use
in this State, inasmuch as the body is em-
braced in the coach itself; there is no semi-
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trailer unit, or no tractor unit, as distinet
from the passenger portion of the vehicle.
The driver sits with the passengers,

The hydraulic steering, so far as I bave
Seen able to gather, is/unknown in West-
ern Australia. I have made inquiries in re-
gard to it, one from the biggest distributors
of vebicles in this State and another from a
big bus company. Neither has heard of such
an innovation as hydraulic steering. I am
not aware that it is being used anywhere else
in Australia; it may be np to date, but I
have been unable to ascertain whether that is
80. The bus is not of a kind which one would
expect the Government to purchase on be-
half of our railways for passenger service
in this State, especially in view of the
fact that it had been lying idle in Vie-
toria for 12 months becanse the traffic
anthorities there refused to license it.
It has only one door and that, for a hus
which purports to seat 54 passengers, to
my mind immediately conjures up pro-
blems for the bus crew, because of loading
and unloading. So far as I could ohserve,
there was no proper emergeney door, There
is a window arrangement at the rear of the
bus which I presume can be opened althongh
I have not seen it open. This vehicle, with
only one door and no proper emergency
exit, and aecommodating anything from 50
to GO people, is a doubtful proposition, The
hydraulie steering is a novelty in Western
Anstralia, and it also is somewhat doubt{ul.

When the vehicle was first received here,
over two wmonths ago, the steering was de-
feetive. I understand there is no mechanic
in this State who knows anything about ad-
justments or repairs to that tvpe of steer-
ing. Such an innovation, on a passenger
vehicle of this size, appears to me to he
somewhat risky. Inquiry js called for to
ensure that the people whoe may use the
omnibus are protected. The vehicle, after
its arrival in the State, did an experimental
trip from Perth to Cranbrook, a run which
was serviced by the Railway Department
with a semi-trailer bus prior ta the obtsin-
ing of this vehicle. The vendors’ represent-
atives, who had brought the machine over-
land, went on that run with the erew which
ordinarily dvives the semi-trailer, On that
occasion the steering was not as satisfactory
as it should have been. Unless it had
attention every morning there was the
danger that it would operate in only one
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direction. T understand also that there was’
a pretty heavy strain on the man who was
driving.

On itg return from that trip, the bus was
taken into the Midland Junction Workshops
for painting. Apparently, although it wes
a seeondhand machine, it was not considered
neeessary to overhaul the power units, After
the completion of the painting it was put
on the Perth-Kojonup run, and on its initial
trip it broke down at the 107-mile peg. It
was not possible for it to proceed further,
and another bus had to be sent from Perth
to take the passengers on to Kojooup. I
do not know just how the big vehicle wax
returned to Perth, I understand that con-
siderable concern was displayed and active
steps taken to get it repaived and put in
use again.

It was back on the ‘road last week, but
it was not on the Perth-Kojonup trip yester—'
day. I was given to understand that it had
been taken off again for further repairs or
adjustments to the hydmuhc steering.  In
addition to what I have said, this bus has
ho proper pmvmon for the amount of lug-
gage whieh it is necessary to earry on long
trips such as those hetween Perth and Ko-
,]ouup, and Perth and Cranbrook. I think,
in all the eircumstances, an inguiry is ealimf
for to ascertain why a bus of this type, and
in such n condxtmn, should have been pur-
chased at the price staied for the Govern-
ment Railway Department, and I feel cer-
tain that in the interests of the safety of
those members of the public who have ta use
the vehicle, this Mouse is justified in agree-
ing to the appointment of a Select Commit-
tee to look into all aspects of the malter.

On motion by the Minister for Mines, de-
bate adjourned,

BILLS (5)—FIRST READING.
; State Housing Act Amendment,

[

, Law Reform (Contributory Negligence
and Tortfeasors’ Contribution).

, Milk Act Amendment (Hon. E. H
Gray in charge),

4, War Relief Funds Aect Amendment
{Hon. E. H. Gray in charge).

3, Main Roads Aet (Funds Appropria-
tion).

Received from the Assemhly.

W
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MOTION—ELECTRICITY ACT.

To Disallow Cinematograph Operators’
Regulations.

Debate resumed from the lst October on
the following motion by Hon. A, L. Loton:—

That Regulations Nos. 71, 78, 80, 82, 86,
89, 103, 104 and 162 made under the Eleetri-
eity Act, 1845, as published in the ¢‘Govern-
ment Gazette’’ of the 27th June, 1947, and
laid on the Table of the House on the 5th
August, 1947, be and are hereby disallowed.

HON. C. . LATHAM (East) [4.562]): 1
support the motion. T have had an oppor-
tunity to look through the regmlations. It
appears to me that in these days we set
out to place a measure on the statute-book
and then crcate an outside body, with re-
sponsibility to the Minister concerned, to
draw up a sct of regulations that in many
instances are very difficult to follow. When
we pass legislation’ to create an authority
to control certain activities, that authority
should he responsible for determining wpon
any ecxamination that may be held under
regulations that are framed. :

If one peruses the regulations and gives
eonsideration to the position of cinemato-
graph operators, one will see that, in the
lirht of the examination papers that have
been tabled, those operators are required
not only to have mechanical knowledge but
to be first-class electricians. T am doubtful
whether the law would permit them to apply
the knowledge they need before they ean
pass the examinations that are set. I have
always heen opposed to legislation by regu-
lation. In this instance, under the Eleetri-
city Act we have a mass of over 300 regu-
Iations, Tt would be much more simple and
give members an opportunity to appreciate
the responsibilities of those operating under
the regulations if these provisions were
clearly set out in the Act.

In earlier days when a measure was pass-
ed, it was framed so as to state what it
meant, and in those eircumstances the pub-
lic was able to understand the law that had
to be observed. Now, however, a system of
drafting legislation has been adopted that
mekes it diffienit for those concerned to
nnderstand just what is required of them.
TUnder that system we have an abundance
of regulations with which very few people
come ioto contact, and yet we require them
to carry out the laws of the country. Nof
always do we deal with completely trained

[COUNCIL.]

people when we pass legislation that haa
to be observed by the public. For all these
reasong I am prepared for the regulations
to be sent back to those responsible for
drawing them up. I am doubtful if the
Ministar whose signature is attached, ever
read them; if he did, I doubt whether he
understood them. If he did not and yet
signed them, he must aceept the responsi-
bility for ihe position ereated if either
House should disallow the regulations. If
I were the Minister in charge -when regula-
tions snch as those under discussion came
before me, I would require somebody in &
position of aunthority to explain their pur-
port to me.

The Eleetricity Act is difficuit to under.
stand and has been scientifically drafted. 1
know the Minister concerned fairly well,
and I appreciate that he is an exiremely
busy man, It would be necessary for him
to sit up for two or three nights pgoing
through the regulations if he were to get
even an elementary knowledge of their con-
tents, I hope the House.will agree to the
disallowance of the regnlations as an in-
struction to the officers responsible for them
that these provisions gshould be re-drafted as
simply as possible and that the examination
pagers, which will be placed in future be-
fore applicants for licenses, will be as simple
as possible while yet complying with the
requirements of the applicable legislation.

HON. A. L. LOTON (South-East—in
reply) [4.56]: I shall not delay the House
for long in replying to the debate, more
partienlarly as members understand the
position and have made up their minds
how to vote on the motion. The debate
itself has extended over about three weeks.
By arrangement with the Minister for
Works (Hon. V. Doney), I had a long
discussion with the secretary of the Elec-
tricity (‘ommission (Mr. Orr) and placed
before him the points T mentioned when I
moved for the disallowance of these par-
ticular regulations. T am pleased to say
that Mr. Orr is prepared to make the
necessary alterations in most instances and
that the regulations will be re-presented in
amended form. I understand it is not
within the power of the Minister to give
me any assurance that the regulations
will be amended, and in the cireumstances
I have no option but to persist with the
motion for disallowance.



(7 OcromER, 1947.]

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. - 11
Noes .. ‘e . 12
Majority against 1

AYES.

Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon. H, L, Roche

Hon, Su- Hnl Colebatch| Heon, C, H. Simpson

Hon., H. A. Duaffen Hon, A, Themson

Hon, 0 G. Latham Hon. H. Tuckey

Hou. L. A. Logan Hon, J. A. Dimmilt

Hon. A. L, Loton (Tebler.)
NoEes,

Hon. G. Bennetts Hon. J. G. Hislop

Hon) R. J. Boylen Hon. G, W. Mlles

Hon. E. M. Davies Hon. H. 8. Parker

Houn. F. E. Gibson Hon. F. R. Welsh

Hon. E. H. Gray Hon. G. B. Wood

Hon. W. R. Hsll Hen. G. Fraser

(Teller.)
PAIR,
AYE, I No.
Hen, B, M. Forrest Hon. E. M. Heenan

Question thns negatived; the motion de-
feated.

. BILL—PUBLIC TRUSTEE ACT
AMENDMENT,

Third Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. H.
8. W, Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban)
[6.2]: T move—

That the Bill be now read a third time.

HON, G. FRASER (West) [5.3]: Some
further explanation regarding costs in pro-
bate cases should, I think, be given by the
Minister. A suggestion was made during

the debate that the scale be altered. I

raised the question myself when I was
agsking for the raising te £1,000 of the sum
of £500 in connection with the personal
applieation. I suggested that the costs
were in the vieinity of £20 to £25. Tn his
second reading speceh the Minister stated
that legal costs in such instances would
amount only to between five and seven
guineas. There is a great diserepancy in
the Aeures. The Minister ought fo ex-
plain, if the legal costs are only from five to
seven guincas, why he brought down a Bill
giving the Public Trustee the right to
charge on small estates 214 per cent, which,
in the case.of an estate worth £1,000 w0u]d
amount to £25.

Hon. (. W. Miles: Is the hon, member
in order? Ts he not making a second read-
ing speech?
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The PRESIDENT: The question before
the House is that the Bill be read a third
time,

Hon, G. FRASER: There is a big dis-
crepancy between the costs mentioned by
the Minister and those set out in the Bill,
which verifies what I have said. T should
also like the Minister t¢ explain why he
refuses fo exernpt small estates under £50
in value from the £5 minimum charge, when,
aceording to his statement, a solicitor would
charge only £5 on a £1,000 estate.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. H.
S. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban—in
reply) [5 5]: I do not follow Mr. Fraser,
This is a Bill to provide that the Publie
Trustee shall be able to pay his way, becanse
he is forced to administer so many estates of
a value less than £200. At present a £200
estate would give him a remuneration of
£5 at 215 per cent. This Bill will allow
him to charge £5 on any estate that he
administers under a value of £200. The
Public Trustee charges no legal expenses.

.He earries out the administration, or he

may apply for an order to administer.
This will make the procedure easier and
more simple. It is his hook-keeping and
office work for which he charges the £5.
That has nothing to do with the raising of
the amount to £1,000 in the case of the
personal applieation.  That is a matter
which is dealt with under the Administra-
tion Act, and has nothing to do with this
Bill.

As T have already pointed out, if an
estate is under £200 in value and the
Publie Trustee is asked to look after it,
this means that there is no other close
relative; in other words, there is no next-
of-kin able or willing to make the neces-
sary applieation to the court, cither in
person or through a friend, or by means of
a legal practitioner, or in any other way.
If the Public Trustee is to be asked to do
this work, it is only right he should re-
ceive 2 minimam fee to cover his expenses,
the cost of clerical assistance, stationery,
cte. Nearly all these estates of small amounts
have been those of deceased persons who
cither bad no near relatives or had rela-
tives oversea and in many instances the
relatives were foreigners who caused a con-
siderable amount of trouble in ascertaining
who was entitled to the few pounds re-
maining. That is the reason the Publie
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Trustee is asking for a minimum charge
to make his office pay.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time and* passed.

BILL—TRAFTIC ACT AMENDMENT.
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

. THE MINISTER YOR MINES (Hon. H.
8. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban)

[3.10] ir moving the second reading said:

This is a Bil] to amend the Municipal Cor-
perations Act.  There are many minor
amendments which members will no doubt
note. The first provides that the rate-
epayers’ meeting, which now has to be held
in November of each year before the gen-
eral election of councillors, may be held
within three months of the 31st October,
whether it be before or after the election,
The reason is that it has been found diffienlt
to get the accounts passed and audited be-
fore November. T understand this amend-
ment is put in at the request of munieipal
councils, The next amendment is to provide
that municipalities may make by-laws in
connection with swimming-poels, such as that
at Kalgoorlie. The Perth City Couneil also
had difficulty in providing proper regulations
for swimming-pools. It has been advised
that the Act does not permit of regulations
being made on this suhject, although power
is given to make by-laws concerning
baths. There is also an amendment to in-
clude swimming-pools in the powers given
to municipal bodies.

Municipalities will be permitted to make
regulations regarding petrol pumps on the
streets and in highways. At present there
is no power enabling that to be done. It is
desired that the same power should be
placed in the Municipal Corporations Act
as alrendy exists in the Road Distriets Aect.
Some litile time ago power was given for
the framing of regulations dealing with the
removal of verandah posts within a period
of ten years, which is soon to expire. It has
been found that under present conditions
that is rather impracticable.  An amend-
ment is therefore brought down to provide
that the authorities cannot force the re-

[COUNCIL.]

moval of verandah posts until February,
1852,  In the Road Districts Act, road
boards are given power fo purchase land
and erect houses either for letting or for
sale. The Bill proposes to give that power
also to municipalities. Another amendment
is a5 regards the sale of land for non-pay-
ment of rates. The moneys received are
distributed in certain ways under a priority.
When the priovity was arranged it was
overlooked that certain municipalities ad-
vanced money for sewerage, cte. Power is
now to be given to accord the re-payment of
that money a fifth priority.

Under the present Act when & loan is to
be raised by a municipality & notice has to
be given and any person may within four
weeks demand a poll, Tt is proposed to ex-
tend that period to six weeks, it being found
that four weeks is too short a time for rate-
payers to decide whether or not they ré-
quire a poli. In the past, 20 persons have
been able to demand a poll, and members
will realise that it would not be diffienlt for
a person -to persuade 19 others to join him
in demanding such a poll. Twenty people
out of, say, 20,000 are considered to be too
few to be permitted to put a municipality
to the expense of eondueting a poll; so the
Bill proposes that not fewer than 50, or
one-tenth of the ratepayers, whichever is
the lesser number, shall be permitted to de-
mand soch a poll. That will prevent any
frivolouz requests, such as are eometimes
made, leading to the ratepayers being in-
volved in considerable expense.

Hon. G. Bennetts: What will that poll be
for? A referendum on borrowing money?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes,

Hon. . Fraser: The Bill refers to
“owners.” You said “ratepayers.”

The MiNISTER FOR MINES: I think
it is ““owners.’’ I thank the hon. member
for the correction.

Hon. H. Tuckey:
‘‘resident owners’'?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I think
it says ‘‘owners.’”’ When we reach the
Committec stage the details of the Bill
will have f{o be considered more fully, and
any errors I may make can be rectified
then. Another amendment proposes te
give the munieipalities power to enter into
an agreement with the Hounsing Commis-
sion whereby that body will provide

Should it not be
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money for putting down necessary streets
in districts where it is operating. That
money is to be paid back by ‘the municipali-
ties through a sinking fund and interest
charges will also have to be met. Power is
also reserved for the necessary number of
ratepayers to demand a poll, if that is eon-
sidered desirable.

Another Bill, dealing with housing,, will
be introduced, which is ancillary to this
one, together with a Road Districts Aect

Amendment Bill, provision being made in

all three measures for these agreements to
be made. I am afraid I bave been very
brief in ontlining the details of this Bill,
but if members will read it T think they
will find I have covered all the matters
veferred to: except that I nofice there is
at present no power for municipalities to
make regulations with regard to lavatories,
urinals and privies. That was probably
omitted from the Act in error, There are
a few odd matters of that sort whieh really
amount to esgential alterations—not of
great importanee in principle but of import-
anee so far as wording is concerned. I com-
mend the Bill to members and shall be very
pleased to receive any constructive eriticism
they ean offer and any help they can pive in
bringing the measure up to date. I move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. E. M. Davies, debaie
adjourned.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER T'OR MINES (Hon. H.
8. W, Parker—Metropolitan-Snburban)
[3.20] in moving the seecond reading said:
Very important amendments to the law are
proposed in this Bill.  They have heen
made necessary through allegations of im-
proper practices at elections. The prin-
cipal proposal is that returning officers,
assistant returning officers and serutineers
shall make deelarations as te their duties.
It is also provided that a returning officer
shall faithfully perform his duties, and if
he does not do so shall be liable to a pen-
alty. There are many minor amendments,
again of no importance in principle bnt
very important from the point of view of
putting the Aet into proper order.
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There is one amendment which will per-
mit road boards fo provide a fund out of
their annnal appropriations of revenne, for
replacements of plant. This will be called
a replacements reserve investments fund.
The money constituting the fund is to he
invested in a manner authorised by the
Minister from time to time, That is very
important, because at present a road board
can invest a large sum of money in mach-
inery without putting anything aside to re-
place it when the plant is worn out.

Hon. A. Thomson: It is a pity the rail-
ways have not dome that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes,
exactly. Another important amendment
has to do with the question of rateahle
freehold land upon which rates have not
been paid for seven years. It is provided
that in certain circumstances suech land
may re-vest in the Crown. That avoids
the trouble of having the land put up for
sule and constitntes an important depar-
ture from the present praetice.

Hon. A. Thomson: It is long overdue.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, be-
-cause the land, in many instances, is not
worth the expense involved in a sale. The
road boards are also given power under
this Bill to purehase land and build houses
upon it for sale or for letting, but that
is to be subjeet to ministerial approval.
The same provision appears in the Muni-
cipal Corporations Aect. The final amend-
ment proposed in the Bill provides for an
agreement with the Housing Commission,
snch as that to which T referred when
discussing the Munieipal Corporations Act
Amendment Bill. Again, I ask members
to study the Bill closely and assist in
bringing this extremely important Aet up
to date. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

On motion by Hon.'W. R. Hall, debate
adjourned.

BILL—STIPENDIARY MAGISTRATES
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. H.
8. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban)
[5.24] in moving the seecond reading said:
This is a short Bill but one of great im-
portance., TUnder the existing law, only
stipendiary magistrates may aet in pro-
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claimed districts. It has been found neces-
sary in certain places for the stipendiary
magistrate to have an assistant. Kalgoor-
lie is an instance of a centre where it is
essential that there shall be such an
assistant. = Unfortunately, whoever that
person may be, he ean sit on the bench
only as a justice of the peace, and therefore
must have another justice of the peace
with him. This Bill is to provide for an
assistant for the stipendiary magistrate,
who is himself a police magistrate or a
loeal court magistrate, sitting as such
poliee or local court magistrate, without the
necessity of his having a justice of the
peace with him,

The Bill deals &lso with the appointment
of coroners. The relevant clanse—Clause
3—provides for substituting for the pro-
vise to Section 9 another setting out that
the section shall not—

{b) apply to a magistrate of a local court
or a police or resident magistrate or a coroner
(which expression shall not include a deputy
coroner) assisting a stipendiary magistrate to
net for or in any loeal court, court of sessions
or ‘magisterinl distriet for the time being nas-

signed to him under Section 5, Subsection (3),
of this Act.

There is a clause which clarifies a point
on which some doubt has been raised,
pamely, as to whether the Act applies to
wardens. Paragraph (a) of this proposed
new provise provides that the Act shall not
apply to the appointment of wardens or
the cstablishment of wardens’ courts under
the Mining Act, or to the appointment of
coroners under the Coroners Act. I com-
mend the Bill to the House, and move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Flon. R. J. Boylen, debate
adjourncd.

BILL—COAL MINE WORKERS (PEN-
SIONS) ACT AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. H.
8. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban}
[3-26] in moving the second reading said:
This Bill has been made necessary through
r rise in the Commonwealth pensions.
When this measure eame into foree, the
old-aze and invalid pensions were much
lower than they are pow, At that
time it was found necessary to make every
applicant for a pension apply for an old-

[COUNCIL.]

age pension before he became entitled to
any payment under our measure. If he were
refused a Commonwealth pension, then he
received the full amount aliowable under
ihe Coal Mine Workers (Pensions) Act; but
if he was entitled to an old-age or invalid
pension, he could only receive a certain por-
tion of the pension allowable under the State
Act, .
There was a provision in the Common-
wealth Act for an increase to be granted
in aecordance with a rise in the basic wage.
Our measure had reference to that section
in the Commonwealth Act; but the Common-
wealth section was later repealed, with the
result that the coal miner was left somewhat
in the air, However, when the old-age pen-
sion was increased by 5s. 6d. for a man
and a similar amount for his wife—making
a total incresse of 1ls.—the previous Ad-
ministration of this State decided to continue
to allow pensioners to retain this inerease
without its affeeting their pensions under the
State Act. Subsequently there was a fur-
ther increase in the old-age pension and the
present Government decided to follow the
action of its predecessors by agreeing that
there should be no reduction in the Collie
miners' pensions.

The Commonwealth repealed Section 24
(1A), thereby ecausing Section 15 of the
State Aet to become inoperative and render-
ing the State powerless to inerease the pen-
siong of the Cellic miners according to the
cost of living. At that time the Common-
wealth pension was 27s., and for a man and
his wife the Collie miner's pension was
£3 5s, so if both were entitled to the Com-
monwealth payment they would receive

- £2 14s. from the Commonwealth and 11s.

from the Collie scheme, making up the total
of £3 53. On the 1st July, 1945, the Com-
monwealth pension was increased by 5s. 6d.
per week and under the State Act the maxi-
mum amount that could be received under
the Collie scheme was £3 5s, That increase
wonld have reduced the amount received
under the Collie pension scheme to nil, and
naturally those pensieners protested, point-
ing to the ineressed cost of livine. The
then Government decided naot to enforce the
letter of the law but to allow the pensioners
to petain the 11s. per week, which made
up a total of £3 16s. instead of £3 5s., taking
11s. from the Collie scheme.

On the 1st July last the Commonwealth
pension was inereased by a further 5s. per
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week and the present Government followed
the action of its predecessor and agreed that
no reduction in the Collie miners’ pensions
should be made. Instead of receiving £3 5s.
weekly, the pensioners concerned now re-
ceive £3 15s. from the Commonwealth and
11s. from the Collie scheme, making a total
of £4 6s. The position is now tomplicated,
because a preliminary actuarial examination
in 1945 Qisclosed that if the Collie miners’
pepsion fund is to meet all its obligations,
it will show a deficiency of £340,000. The
statutory triennial actuarial investigation is
now in band and the Government has ar-
ranged that, in addition to determining the
financial position of the fund, the report
ghall include recommendations for evolving
an actuarially sound scheme. When the re-
commendations are submitted the mine own-
ers and the workers will be asked for com-
ments and advice, and the final result will
he submitted to Parliament for discussion.
As the result of its decision to allow the
Collie pensioners to retain the Common-
wealth pensions increase, the State.Govern-
ment has agreed to augment its contribution
to the fund to meet the added cost.

Hon. L. Craig: Still retaining the 11s.9

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. In
the meantime the Bill proposes to validate
the action taken in respect of those increases
and to make provision for the increases
under the Invalid and 0ld-Age Pensions Aet
and the Child Endowment Aect. Clanse 6
will make the measure effective until the
31st December, 1948, as by then the Govern-
ment hopes that the triennial actuarial
investigation will be completed, and we will
know how we stand. The aetion taken by
the Government has received the support of
the miners’ union and the other industrial
organisations engaged in the industry. The
provisions of this Bill were copied from a
New South Wales Act and it is interesting
to note that, although that Act was framed
on the rceommendations of a Royal Com-
mission, the fund is showing a heavy de-
ficiency, and in the other States that
copied the New South Wales Act, deficien-
cies are also occurring. I think we have no
option but to make the alterations sngt
gosted in the Bill. The measure is conser-
vative, as it is fo apply only until the end
of next year, when it is hoped to place the
matter on a better footing.

Hon."A. Thomson: When pensioners re-
ceive the £3 5s. from the Commonwealth,
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does that mean a deduction is made from
the Collie pension?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They
now receive £4 6s. and it is the difference
between that sum and the Commonwealth
pension thai is taken out of the Collie fund.
I move—

That the Bill be now read o second time,

On motion by Hon, W. J. Mann, debate

adjourned.
*

BILL—PUBLIC SERVICE ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading,
Debate resumed from 24th September.

HON, E. H. GRAY (West) [5.35]: This
is an important measure which has been
weleomed by the Public Service. It contains
three main provisions, the first of which is
for statutory long-service leave of three
months after seven years’ econtinuous ser-
vice. Secondly, it introdutes a new prin-
ciple, which is entirely just, in providing
for three months' long-service leave for tem-
porary employees after ten years' con-
tinuous service, I have never been able to
understand why a distinetion should be
made between temporary and permanent
employees in that regard, Hitherto tem-
_porary employees have received no long-ser-
vica leave. It is hard to justify such a
differentiation.

The remaining portion of the Bill con-
tains safeguards that are necessary in re-
lation to the tremendous leeway of overdue
long-service leave. No-one is to blame for
that position, which is entirely due to the
war, during which it was impossible for
officers to take long-serviee leave as it be-
came due. It has been said that it will take
five years to overcome the leeway, Of course,
it is a matter for the Public Service Comn-
missioner, but I think members will agree
that it i3 not right for officers to be allowed
to build up six or twelve months’ accumu-
lated long-service leave, if it is possible for
them to take such leave as it becomes due.

I believe we can depend on the Govern-
ment ond the Public Scrvice Commissioner
to see that the right poliey is continued and
that both temporary and permanent officers
are given such leave as soon as possible
after it becomes due. It is understood that
long-service leave is given to both wages
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and salaried officers as a means of recup-
eration after a long period of strenuous
service. If that poliey is not rigidly en-
forced the benefits that it is supposed to
give are missed by both the officers and
the Government, as those concerned do not
obtain relaxation when it is dve. If is a
matter of regret that we have to maintain
sueh g large body of temporary officers in
the State Public Serviee.

Hon. A. Thomson:y Some have for so
long been temporary officers that they
should long ago have been made permanent.

Hen. E, H, GRAY: Although they are
valuable officers in the service of the
State, some of thein could not pass the
necessary examinations. The position is
due largely to the necessily of putting on
temporary officers during the war to re-
place others who had enlisted. It is a diffi-
cult problem which will give mueh concern
to both the Government and the Publie
Service Commissioner, I am sorry to say
that a large number of our officers are
lenving the State service in order to join
that of the Commonwealth, but I suppose
the explanation is that the Commonwealth
serviee is now better paid and more attrac-
tive. The remaining clauses of the Bill, a3
I have said, contain safeguards and aim af
preventing as far as possible, officers—
and partlcularly key officers—piling up long-
serviee leave. I have no hesitation in sup-
porting the secoud reading.

On motion by Hon. G. Fraser, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL,

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. H.

8. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban) :
T move—

That the House at its rising ndjourn till
Tuesday, the 14th October.

Question pn{ and pagsed.

House adjourned at 5.42 p.m,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.am., and read prayers.
QUESTION.
WHEAT.
As to Conlinuance of Acquisition by Com-
monwealth,

Hon, F. J. 8. WISE (on notice) asked
the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) Has he communicated with the Com-
monwealth Government to ascertain—

(a) Whether it is the intention of
the Commonwealth Government to ex-
tend for a further period that portion
of the Defence (Transitional Provisions)
Act, 1947, which applies to wheat?

(b) Whether the Commonwealth
Government intends te acquire that
portion of the 1947-48 erop which will
in the ordinary eourse be delivered to
country sidings prior to the terminating
date of the Defence(Transitional Pro-
visions) Aet, i, 31/12/47%

(2) If he has communicated, what are
the replies?

{3) If he has not communicated, will he
communicate by telegram for an early
reply?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Reply not yet received.

(3) Answered by (1).



